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Authorship Identification

Informal problem description

·A person wrote an email, e.g., a 

blackmail or a spam email.

·Later on, he denied to be the author.

·Our goal: Identify the most plausible 

authors and find evidence to support the 

conclusion.
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Cybercrime via E-mails

·My personal real-life example: Offering homestay 

for international students.
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Carmela in USMy home

Anthony in Canada

Same person



Evidence I have

·Cell phone number of Anthony: 647-8302170

·15 e-mails from ñCarmelaò

·A counterfeit cheque
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The Problem
·To determine the author 

of a given malicious e-
mail m.

·Assumption #1: the 
author is likely to be one 
of the suspects 
{S1,é,Sn}.

·Assumption #2: have 
access to some 
previously written e-
mails {E1,é,En}.

·The problem is 
·to identify the most 

plausible author from 
the suspects {S1,é,Sn}, 
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Current Approach
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